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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. JOLLY). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
January 20, 2015. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable DAVID W. 
JOLLY to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2015, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with each party 
limited to 1 hour and each Member 
other than the majority and minority 
leaders and the minority whip limited 
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 1:50 p.m. 

f 

REMEMBERING SHERIFF’S DEPUTY 
DANNY OLIVER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. BERA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BERA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the memory of Sacramento 
County Sheriff Deputy Danny Oliver. 

Deputy Oliver had served the citizens 
of Sacramento County for 15 years 
when he paid the ultimate sacrifice in 
the line of duty this past October. 

Later that day, Placer County Sher-
iff’s Investigator Michael Davis, Jr., 
was shot and killed by the same assail-
ant. 

Deputy Oliver grew up in the Del 
Paso Heights neighborhood of Sac-
ramento and graduated from Grant 
High School. He loved serving the com-
munity where he grew up and dedicated 
his life to making it better. He was 
known for being part of the community 
that he served, answering emails from 
concerned citizens even when he was 
off duty, and never declining to attend 
a neighborhood meeting. 

Deputy Oliver was as dedicated to his 
family as he was to his job, and his 
family was dedicated to him. His wife, 
Susan Oliver, worked two jobs while 
Danny went through the sheriff’s acad-
emy, where he graduated at the top of 
his class academically. She will be my 
guest tonight at the State of the 
Union. Susan and Danny have two 
daughters, Melissa and Jenny. 

The lives of Deputy Oliver and Inves-
tigator Davis are a reminder that our 
law enforcement officers put their lives 
on the line every day for our safety. 
They were true heroes, and we are for-
ever indebted to them and their loved 
ones. Let’s honor their memory by 
building understanding and trust be-
tween law enforcement and the com-
munities they serve, just like Deputy 
Oliver did. 

f 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING AND 
PUERTO RICO STATEHOOD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Puerto Rico (Mr. PIERLUISI) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. PIERLUISI. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day this Nation, including Puerto Rico, 
celebrated Martin Luther King Day. It 
is important to pause and reflect upon 
Dr. King’s legacy and its relevance to 
the issue of Puerto Rico’s political sta-
tus. 

In the 1950s and 1960s, Dr. King was 
the most prominent leader of the civil 
rights movement for racial equality in 
the United States. He was physically 

brave, leading peaceful marches and 
other protests in parts of the country 
where some government officials and 
residents were willing to use violence 
and intimidation to maintain a system 
of segregation and discrimination. 

Dr. King was also remarkably elo-
quent. His speeches and writings in-
spired men and women who already 
supported the campaign for racial 
equality, but they also changed the 
hearts and minds of individuals who 
initially opposed the cause. He helped 
many Americans who were living in 
moral darkness to see the light. 

Dr. King was motivated by a sense of 
urgency. In a letter written from an 
Alabama jail, he stated that ‘‘justice 
too long delayed is justice denied.’’ But 
Dr. King was also strategic. Every ac-
tion he took was carefully designed to 
advance the cause. He knew that 
means matter as much as ends, and he 
had little patience for advocates who 
lacked a sense of tactics and timing. 

Dr. King traveled to Puerto Rico on 
at least two occasions, but it does not 
appear that he expressed a considered 
opinion about the island’s political sta-
tus. Nevertheless, based on Dr. King’s 
philosophy, it is fair to presume that 
he would be very troubled by the situa-
tion in Puerto Rico. 

Dr. King regarded the right to vote as 
sacred. In a 1957 speech delivered in 
front of the Lincoln Memorial, he said: 

So long as I do not firmly and irrevocably 
possess the right to vote, I do not possess 
myself. I cannot make up my mind; it is 
made up for me. I cannot live as a demo-
cratic citizen, observing the laws I have 
helped to enact; I can only submit to the 
edict of others. 

Nearly 50 years after Dr. King’s death 
from an assassin’s bullet, the right to 
vote in Federal and local elections is 
guaranteed to all American citizens re-
gardless of race, but only if they reside 
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